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SCIENCE AND ART 


eh recently published First Report of the 
Education Committee of the Architectural 
Science Group of the R.I.B.A. Research Board* 
would attract a great deal of attention in time of 
peace, but in these preoccupied days there is a 
possibility that it will be laid aside somewhat 
lightly by the average architect, although it is 
really now that all such investigations should 
receive @ maximum of attention. 


Architecture is an art which can never be divorced 
from science, for it is one which is concerned with 
solid reality as no other art is in quite the same 
positive way. There is a lot to be said for the 
statement that the unsatisfactory condition in 
which we find architecture to-day is due to too long 
a period of separation between art and science. 
The master masons of the Middle Ages, the archi- 
tects of the Renaissance, and’ even the Early Vic- 
torian architects, were men who knew the science 
of building as well as its art, and, in fact, they did 
not attempt to separate the two sides of their 
calling, but treated them as essential parts of one 
process. 

We havé to be quite frank with ourselves and 
ask whether the average architect of to-day, whether 
mature“and eminent or recently trained and en- 
thusiastic, could calculate for himself the necessary 
factors of stability for one of his greater modern 
buildings. There is no doubt about the honest 
answer to this question, although that answer must 
be followed fairly with another question: “ Is it a 
matter of grave concern that the modern architect 
is not fully equipped with the scientific knowledge 
necessary to be self-sufficient in the complicated and 
involved process which is modern building on the 
greater scale?” There is an alternative question 
which might be put: “Is it possible for one 
brain to contain all the technical knowledge 
necessary for this process ?”’ 

A ready answer to this latter question might be 
that time has already provéd the possibility, and 
the classic case of Wren would be quoted in support 
of such a contention. We submit that the point 
cannot be so lightly settled. There are so many 
more factors to! be considered by the modern 
builder than those which Wren had to grapple 
with, that it is almost certain that even that super- 
man, were he alive to-day, would find life too short 
for the study implied by such* an assumption. 
Nor must we forget the reinforcement which he 
had at his elbow in proved and single-minded 
craftsmen, whose natural processes had not been 
spoiled by the continual regimentation of modern 
architectural method. 

We think that the average intelligent person wh 
devotes his thought to this matter will come to one 


* R.LB.A. Journal, June, 1941. 





conclusion, which is that it is neither necessary 
nor possible for the architect to become accom- 
plished in all the various structural sciences. As an 
artist, his building instincts will carry him far along 
the road to truth, which science explores minutely 
and slowly, and nothing should be done to cramp 
that free instinct which is his special endowment. 

That is the first point at which this Report appears 
to cut across practical politics. It. is certainly 
necessary for the architect to know the first principles 
of the things he has to administer, but if he is to 
enter too minutely into details; even in his training, 
there is a risk that the main essentials of his calling 
may not receive the attention they require. There 
is also a risk that if we lose our sense of proportion 
in these things we may attract the wrong type of 
student. There are probably more good brains 
that thrive in the pursuit:of exact knowledge than 
there are that find their interest in the more in- 
tangible field of the arts. _ Often those most inspired 
in the latter field find the pursuit of exact know- 
ledge, which is science, # most elusive thing. If we 
killed the enthusiasm of such men as these we 
should be doing an ill service to architecture. 

But to deal with a more immediate question, 
there can be no doubt that this is a time during 
which we shall have to contrive to train and equip 
as many young architects as possible in as short 
a time as possible. It is unfortunate that when we 
are in the greatest need for the best we can spare 
the least time for producing it. But it is a situation 
which is forced upon us by the pressing events of 
the times, and it would therefore seem that if we 
are to recast our educational system to meet the 
emergency, it must be in the direction of simplifying 
the process rather than of adding to its complications. 

We do not intend to suggest that we can afford 
to ignore science in any scheme of architectural 
education. On the contrary, there are many 
scientific and common-sense facts which ake the 
necessary prelude to any architectural effort. The 
whole of architectural design must be pervaded with 
the structural idea, for that is the only possible 
medium for the art. It is a side of training which 
cannot be neglected. But let us not ignore the fact 
that good modern building arises best out of a wide 
teamwork of experts, and that however 
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NOTES aNnD NEWS 


Civilian Hutment Camps. . 

Worx has begun on some of the stan- 
dard hutment camps which the Ministry 
of Works is to erect on sites round the 
fringes of certain “‘ target ’ towns as tem- 
porary rest centres for bombed-out 
civilians. They will be dispersed in small 
groups on several sites outside a strictly 
limited number of towns apart from 
London which have been specified by the 
Ministry of Health as having special re- 
housing or billeting problems. As labour 
and material can be mobilised other cities 
liable to heavy attack will be brought 
within the scope of the schemie. Each 
hut will provide accommodation for 32 
single persons or be divided into compart- 
ments for married or family quarters. 
Essential furniture, equipment, and sleep- 
ing bunks will be provided. There will 
be a communal dining-room on each site 
and cooking will be done in a central 
cookhouse. One of the earliest places to 
be furnished with these hutments is Hull. 


Leverhulme Trust Architectural Award. 
Mr. C. Max Lock, A.R.1.B.A., Head of 
the Hull School of Architecture, has been 
awarded a research fellowship by the 
Leverhulme Trust. With the assistance 
of Mr. B. Le Mare, A.R.1.B.A., he will 
prepare a platining survey of existing 
social conditions in housing, social ser- 
vices, transport and location of industry 
in Hull and its region, and proposals for 
its post-war planning and reconstruction. 


The R.1.B.A. Library. 

Tue R.1.B.A. Library will be closed to 
readers and inquirers during one week, 
Monday, August 18, to Saturday, August 
23 inclusive, to enable various essential 
maintenance duties to be fulfilled which 
pressure of day-to-day business has caused 
to be postponed. Books borrowed from 
the library can be returned in this period 
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but no new loans will be made. Inquiries 
originating in Government Departments 
will be dealt with as usual. 


An A.A. Exhibition. 


Perer Saxt, who was born in Vienna in 
1915, was a student at the A.A. in 1933- 
1934; he died in 1941. He was awarded a 
travelling scholarship which enabled him 
to study housing conditions (a subject 
in which he was specialising) on the Con- 
tinent as well as in this country. Some 
interesting results of his studies and 
views on this question are to be seen at 
the Architectural Association. On the 
walls also are coloured drawings of 
interiors.and figure subjects, including a 
self-portrait. These show the influence of 
a certain modern school which favours 
coarse and crude execution. Indefinite- 
ness is simpler and easier than definite- 
ness, which is only acquired by & period 
of study. Had the young artist lived he 
would probably have outgrown his 
borrowed mannerisms and developed the 
natural ability which he undoubtedly 
possessed, 
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ST, LAWRENCE JEWRY AS BURNT OUT BY NAZI FIRE BOMBS (see page 53). 
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“ Housing in Scotland”: A Broadcast. 

Tue B.B.C. announces that at 3.30 p.m. 
on July 21, Alan Reiach will talk about 
“Housing in Scotland.” Much of our 
domestic architecture is dull, states the 
B.B.C., and drab, and Mr. Reiach wil} 
give his ideas, as an architect, on rebuild. 
ing our Scottish homes and making them 
worthy of our land and our people. 


Damaged Churches, St. Albans Diocese. 

Tue §8t. Albans Diocesan Advisory 
Committee has approved the eight archi- 
tects appointed by the Minister of Works 
to examine churehes damaged by enemy 
action and advise the relevant local 
authority as to salvage and repair. They 
are Professor A. E. Richardson, A.R.A. 
(Ampthill), Messrs. G. P. Allen, W. B. 
Stonebridge, and H. A. Harris (Bedford), 
Messrs. William Weir (Letchworth), 
H. G. Cherry (Welwyn), E. J. T. Lutyens 
(Hertford), and Mr. F. J. Lander (St. 
Albans). j 


New Guildhall Roof. 

Prestpina at the Mansion House re- 
cently over a Court of Common Council, 
the Lord Mayor alluded to the prompt- 
ness with which the temporary roof of 
Guildhall had been placed in position. 
He said that by almost superhuman effort 
the Corporation staff and the contractors 
had finished the work in time to enable 
the citizens to meet in Common Hall for 
the election of Sheriffs on Midsummer 
Day. After the Great Fire of 1666 the 
Hall was not used for three years. Tha 
quickness with which the work had been 
done was a sign to the world that the 
City of London was carrying on. 


City Firms’ Register. 

Tue Library Committee of the City 
Corporation ask us to state that City 
firms whose offices have been destroyed 
by enemy action are invited to record 
their new addresses at the Guildhall 
Library, Basinghall-street, E.C.2, where & 
register is in course of preparation and 
will be available for consultation. 


Company Appointments. 

Mr. G. B. Braver, M.Inst.C.E., 
M.1.Struct.E., for 17 years chief engineer 
of Messrs. Trollope and Colls, Ltd., has 
been elected to the board of the Company. 
Mr. D. Wark, Assoc.M.Inst:C.E., and 
Mr. F. T. West, who have been with the 
firm for many years as’ chief assistant 
engineer and contracts manager 
respectively, have been appointed 
technical directors of the Company. 


"Professional Announcement. 


From Monday, July 14, the address of 
Messrs. Davis & Bewrrecp, chartered 
quantity surveyors, has been No. 4, 
Harley-road, N.W.3 (‘phone: Primrose 
1560). 


IN 1916. 


Extract From The Builder, Juty 14. 

“If the first principles of architecture 
were better understood by the great 
public we should see less mediocre build- 
ings, and if architects should make them- 
selves. more aggressively directors 9 
public architectural thought and taste 
and less simply executors of orders give® 
by clients, our eyes would be greeted by 
designs more worthy of respect and 
admiration.”—From a letter on “ The 
Commercial Value of Design,” by M® 
H. Gorpon Setrripes. 
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War-Time Utilisation of the Industry. 
To tHe Eprron or The Builder. 


Str,—I have just read the editorial 
article in your last issue on the subject 
of Building Labour. The issues raised are 
so important that if the building industry 
is to exert its maximum strength in the 
national war effort the problem should be 
examined from a wider point of view. 

The building industry depends not 
only on brawn, but on brains, yet the 
industry’s intellectual capacity has not 
been exploited to any significant extent. 
If, however, these latent powers were 
fully organised and used, the building 
industry would quickly cease to be a 
limiting factor in the national war effort. 

The existence of dismal lapses in 
endeavour can be demonstrated by 
reference to three specific instances of 
materials, methods and personnel. These 
lapses exist because resources in terms of 
brain-power have been ignored. 

One’ quite well-known manufacturing 
section of the building industry has now 
had its entire productive capacity 
strained beyond its resources since last 
September. At the present time, all 
manufacturers of this material (repre- 
senting the country’s capacity} are some 
six to eight months behind in production 
for official requirements alone. There is, 
in addition, a legitimate unfilled private 
and local government demand for the 
repair of air-raid damage. 

There exists another material, that I 
shall call z, known under a variety of 
trade names. It is made by a small 
number of commercially unrelated con- 
cerns whose sales pressure would be 
sufficient to bring it considerable atten- 
tion. These companies provide a large 
productive capacity that is virtually un- 
used. Not only could z be substituted 
for most purposes for the first material, 
but it is a standard article, well known 
to the building industry in many coun- 
tries for many years, and used even in 
peace time to replace more traditional 
materials because of advantages of speed 
in construction. ‘“‘ Love in_ idleness,” 
represented by those who should be busy 
making and distributing this material, 
can, however, console itself by the divert- 
ing spectacle of liaison committees allo- 
cating the materials that remain in short 
supply. 

Some of those whose minds have led 
them down experimental 
wandered far from familiar well-trodden 
ground. Before the war this caused them 
to be looked at somewhat askance, but it 
might be expected that great needs would 
Involve bold methods for their solution. 

Allied to the use of indigenous 
materials, some ingenious constructional 
methods have been evolved; one that 
shall be nameless makes it possible to 
erect buildings in a few hours with un- 
skilled labour. Two Cabinet Ministers 
have praised its utility and economy in 
public. It might be expected, therefore, 
that examples of these structures would 
be evident wherever the glance might 
rest, but no! Private: building for war- 
time needs has been attracted by these 
qualities, but official scorn has achieved 
a magnificent phase and remains quite 
unstirred, 

1 understand there is an Alternative 
Materials Committee. Perhaps if they 
could widen their scope include 
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methods as well they might « 

os: y might commit 
_ When the use of specialist personnel is 
considered, the jest would be greater 
were it not so grim. We hear a lot about 
the absorption of women into the war 
effort, and, indeed, exhortations for 
women to do war work daily increase in 
stridency. I do not know how many 
women architects are employed in their 
professional capacity on war work, but I 
know some whose brilliant work has won 
professional recognition for them who are 
not employed. Why indeed should they 
be, when their male counterparts (over 
military age) whose practices the war 
ruined are still without jobs? One friend, 
recently thrilled to be posted to an official 
job, finds that only office-boy’s work is 
expected from him, and indeed this seems 
just, for it is commensurate with the 
salary paid. Specialist scientific research 
and production experience in the industry 
is ignored and squandered as something 
uséless instead of being utilised as a 
basic raw material. 

When children are taught chemistry at 
school they learn that the velocify of a 
reaction depends on the amount of react- 
ing substances present. If those charged 
with the duty of ensuring that the build- 
ing industry delivers the goods could 
absorb and apply this principle to their 


‘work, the rate of building progress could 


be accelerated enormously. 

The lapses are so serious that one 
wonders whether they arise from ignor- 
ance, inanition, or are they wilful ? 

Farley Green, E. H. Exxts. 

Near Guildford. 


Books on Architecture for the Forces. 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 
Srm,—The K.1I.B.A. Library has received 
a request for books on architecture from 
the Officer Commanding a unit of the 
Pioneer Corps, stationed in a country 
district in England. There are sufficient 
men in the unit to form an architectural 
study group, but they have no books and 
seem unable to get them through the 
Army Educational Corps. 
’ Architects who have elementary books, 
either general or technical, which they 
can spare, are asked to write to the 
R.I.B.A. saying what they have, so that 
this particular request can be met with- 
out the waste of time and postage taken 
in sending the-books themselves until it 
is known for certain that they are 
wanted. A copy of Fletcher’s History 
will definitely be welcome. : 
Epwanp Carter, Librarian, R.I.B.A. 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 


Mr. Ernest J. Brown and the Institute of 
Builders. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—At the meeting of the Council of 
the Institute of Builders on June 25 last, 
Mr. Ernest J. Brown, President of the 
Institute nearly 30 years ago and well 





COMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, July 22. a. Centre’ 
Luncheon: Mr. H. Symon, Ministry of 
Health, on “ Repairing War Damage to 
Houses.” 1 p.m. 
Thuraday Jy 2¢—The Mowing, Centre 
Town nin in 
Senet with “ Garden Ciien” Baki 











48, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


London Statuary: Post-war Opportunities. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—A newspaper illustration shows a 
group of London’s evacuated statues 
standing in the grounds of a ruined castle 
somewhere in the country. One of them 
is Rodin’s “ Burghers of Calais,” lately 
in Palace Yard. 

Some years ago an eminent sculptor, 
answering my question, “ What is wrong 
with London’s much-criticised statues? ” 
said, “‘ Not a great deal. It is mostly the 
way in which they are sited.” 

One of his examples was this very 
group of Rodin’s. The original, which is 
(or was) at Calais, was on eye-level, and 
one could see the seulptor’s marvellous 
detail—the varying expressions on the , 
figures’ faces, and so on. The replica in 
England was skied on an equestrian 
pedestal, and the detail was virtually 
invisible. (Ironically enough, now the 
group is on the ground there is nobody 
to admire it except the local gardeners.) 

Another example quoted was 4 
statuette by Verocchio, which was carved 
specially to go in a niche in a Florentine 
courtyard. A replica stands in the centre 
of an open grass space in Hyde Park—a 
fish out of water. There are many other 
examples. of such errors in taste and 
judgment, 

It occurs to me that this wholesale 
evacuation of London’s statues will in due 
course afford an opportunity for a’ recon- 
sideration of their siting. I have reason 
to believe that my sculptor-friend’s 
criticism was admitted by authority to be 
just, but that the question of expense pre- 
vented any rearrangement of existing 
statues. After the war, however, it would 
cost no more to put them back right than 
to put them back, as before, wrong. 
When the time comes it might be worth 
while to obtain expert opinions on the 
subject, and, if any improvement results, 
the war will have done London one minor 
service to set off against many major dis- 
services. 

Incidentally, though Eros has left 
Piccadilly Circus, his replica still stands 
unperturbed in Sefton Park, Liverpool. 

G. B. J. Armog, Secretary, 
The Incorporated Association 
of Architects and Surveyors. 

75, Eaton-place, Westminster. 





Tate Gallery Trustees: New Chairman. 

Mr. Jaspzn Rroiey has been appointed 
Chairman of the Trustees of the Tate 
Gallery on the retirement from the deputy ~ 
chairmanship of Sir Edward Marsh. Mr. 
Ridley is already a trustee of the National 
Gallery. ‘ 


Packwood House for the Nation. ‘ 

Tus National Trust have taken over 
Packwood House, Warwickshire, 
with securities to the value of more than 
£30,000. This gift is in memory of Alfred 
James Ash and Emily Hannah Ash, 
parents of Mr. Graham Baron Ash. 
Packwood House is a half-timbered house 
dating from the reign of Henry VIII. 
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SYRIAN CAPITAL 


RECOLLECTIONS . OF 
DAMASCUS 


By MARTIN S. BRIGGS, F.R.I.B.A. 


Y-own visit to Damascus, in the last days of 1918, was 
unorthodox and, from the point of sightseeing in 
comfort, about as unfavourable as it could be. The city 
had fallen to Allenby’s army only twelve weeks before, and 
the retreating Turks had blown up railway-bridges on the 
line leading from Palestine to Syria. Hence my request 
for “ Christmas leave” to visit Damascus was received at 
first with ridicule by G.H.Q. Cairo; but a convenient 
friendship with one of the “ brass-hats ’’ produced a blank 
railway-warrant which I was allowed to use at my own risk. 
The journey certainly proved arduous, but was well worth 
it. Thus, instead of seeing Damascus as a white city gleam- 
ing amid brilliant green foliage, as one of our newspapers 
has just described it, I saw it in dark mid-winter, the hill- 
tops shrouded in mist, snow-clad Hermon invisible, and the 
River Barada (the “ Abana” of the Bible) rushing rapidly 
between its rigid concrete banks. A standard history of 
the last war says that “this oldest of cities produced a 
squalid impression on the British troops.”” To me the most 
squalid thing about it was the ugly arched roof of corrugated 
iron over the principal bazaar, but the untidy litter of war 
had not been entirely cleared away. Fortunately, there 
had been no sustained bombardment to destroy such archi- 
tectural monuments as had survived its long and tempestuous 
history. 
Damascus, as all readers of this journal doubtless know, 
has been the capital of the French mandated territory of 
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DOORHEAD FROM THE KHAN OF ASAD PASHA. 


Syria since 1920; it may be added that it has a population 
of nearly a quarter of a million and is a busy as well as a 
historical city. It will be remembered that “ damask ” 
and ‘“ Damascened blades’’ both derive their names from 
local crafts. As the metropolis of a mainly desert land, 
its chief attraction to Syrians has always been its green 
surroundings, irrigated by an elaborate system of canals 
from the Barada ; and it may well have inspired the Muslim 
idea of Paradise, where verdure and running water were 
supposed to be plentiful. Under French rule, it suffered 
during a serious revolt in 1920, when the French forces bom- 
barded the city and destroyed some buildings ; this unrest 
continued until 1927. Throughout its long history it has 
been the scene of much fighting, but even to-day it still 
contains a vast number of historical buildings and a large 
area of quaint streets and picturesque bazaars and “ khans.” 

The chief monument of the city is the famous Great 
Mosque or Umayyad Mosque, one of the most important 
surviving examples of early Islamic architecture. (It is 
briefly described on pp. 39-44 of my book, Muhammadan 





[ Photo: M.S.B. 
RUINS OF ROMAN GATEWAY. 


(Dome and Minaret of Great Mosque in background.) 
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M.S.B, mens, e del. 
DOOR IN THE TAKIYYAH. 


Architecture in Egypt and Palestine ; much more adequately 
on pp. 100-146 and 229-252 in Vol. I. of Captain K. A. C. 
Creswell’s great work, Early Muslim Architecture, with 
splendid illustrations.) There was originally a Greek temple 
on the site, followed by a magnificent Roman building 
about 1,300 ft. by 1,000 ft., part of which was converted into 
a Christian church in the fourth century. Portions of the 
Roman colonnades still remain (see photograph and plan), 
recalling Diocletian’s work at Spalato. Captain Creswell 
has shown conclusively that the huge mosque we now 
see is not, as was previously believed, mainly an adapta- 
tion of the Christian church, but that it is, except for part 
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PLAN OF THE GREAT MOSQUE, &c. 
(M.S.B. del. after Spiers and Dickie.) 













M.S.B. del, 
KHAN OF ASAD PASHA. INTERIOR. 


of the enclosing walls, the work of the caliph Al-Walid 
and was begun by him in a.D. 707. Portions are much later, 
é.g., the northern or “ Bride’s Minaret,” the Madinat al-Arus 
(illustrated in my sketch reproduced here), which is of the 
late twelfth century. The mosque itself is See yet not 
only as one of the chief surviving examples of its period, 
but also as a prototype which inspired many other notable 
mosques, including the Great Mosque of Aleppo and— 
possibly—that at Cordova. It is said that craftsmen were 
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brought here from Byzantium, Persia, India, Egypt and 
Moroceo, to execute its immensely costly decorations, which 
included a fine series of polychrome mosaics, still surviving 
in part. But the latest opinion considers that Al-Walid 
relied chiefly upon local Syro-Christian craftsmen whom he 
found ready to hand. Columns, capitals and other fragments 
of ancient Roman buildings were freely re-used in the 
mosque, as was common practice-in early Muslim archi- 
tecture. A photograph reproduced here shows a part of 
the arcaded courtyard, with the mosque on the right ; and 
another minaret (the Madinat Isa, or ‘‘ Minaret of Jesus,” 
rebuilt in the thirteenth century) is seen in the background. 
The queer little structure (one of three) in the quadrangle, 
seems to be comparatively modern. My illustrations give 
no view of the noble three-aisled, interior of the mosque, 
430 ft. by 125 ft., with tall columns and rich mosaics. The 
lofty central dome is carried on four enormous piers. The 
east and west gateways of the earlier Roman temenos should 
be noted by all architectural visitors. : 

Among medieval Islamic monuments of later date may 
be mentioned the graceful Tomb of Saladin (d. 1193), 
containing a beautiful sarcophagus and some fine tiling. 
It lies north-west of the Great Mosque (see plan). The body 
of the great Sultan Saladin, renowned for chivalry as well 
as courage at a time when chivalry was not common 
among men of his race, was reverently buried by his son 
in the present gubbah or domed tomb-chamber. An ancient 
legend maintains that prayers offered here are always 
answered. 

Near Saladin’s Tomb stands the mausoleum and madrasah 
(collegiate mosque) of Sultan Bibars (d. 1277 or 1278), 
interesting examples of the best period of Islamic architec- 
ture, containing delicate ornament and interesting mosaics, 
also beautiful old manuscripts which are usually shown to 
visitors by request. To the same period belong parts of the 
Citadel with its massive walls, numerous projecting towers, 
and deep enclosing moat. It has withstood many sieges, 
and its present condition of ruin internally appears to date 
only from the beginning of the nineteenth century, when 
the “ Janissaries ’’ quartered there were disbanded. Adjoin- 
ing it is the humorously-named “ Louse-Market,”’ where, as 
may be inferred, cast-off clothing is bought and sold ; and 
not far away is the mausoleum of the sultan Nur ad-Din 
(d. 1174). 

It is recorded thet Damascus with its suburbs once con- 


tained 572 mosques, and the number surviving is still very | 


considerable. There were also numerous religious or quasi- 
religious foundations, jncluding schools, hospitals, and 
monasteries or hospices. Among the most notable is the 
so-called Takiyyah, built in 1516, as a convent for an order 
of dervishes, by the Sultan Salim immediately after he had 
conquered the city. This is a landmark in the history of 
Muslim architecture ; for, after Salim had conquered Egypt 
and Syria in 1516-7, no more buildings were erected in the 
graceful style evolved in Cairo during the Middle Ages, and 
thereafter all mosques followed ‘the clumsier Turkish style. 
Minarets assumed a pencil shape,.and domes became squat. 


[Photo: EK. A. C. Creswell 
THE TAKIYYAH. DETAIL OF LOGGIA. 
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HOUSE OF ABDALLAH PASHA. 





[Photo : K. A. C. Creswell 
COURTYARD OF THE GREAT MOSQUE. 





[Photo: K. A.C. Creswell 
THE TAKIYYAH (Dervish convent.) 
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THE TOMB OF SALADIN. 


The delicate incised geometrical ornament of the Cairene 
mosques fell into disuse, but beautiful glazed tiling, mostly 
in shades of blue and green, took its place. One usually 
thinks of dervishes as a curious sect addicted to frenzied 
dances for the benefit of tourists, but when first established 
they were mystical communities to which young soldiers 
were attached for training, so that their headquarters in 
Damascus had more than a religious importance. The 
photographs reproduced here give some idea of the external 
appearance of the mosque, and my small plan shows the 
introduction of a neW feature into mosque design, viz., a 
symmetrical layout almost reminiscent of a Florentine villa 
in its ordered lines. 

Damascus also contains some fine old patrician houses 
dating from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries. They 
are luxuriously furnished, thus displaying a great advance 
since the early days of the city, when a caliph who proudly 
showed his new palace to the Byzantine envoy received this 
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di comment: “ The ‘will do for birds” 


plomatic cor 
and the lower for rats.” es ge 
around a large rt Gp. containing o : a 
Unlike the modernist “ sun-parlours ” in our —— 
sunless country, the -air sitting-rooms in es 
as in Cairo, are to face north, in order to avoid the 
intolerable glare of the Eastern sun. There is usually one 
magnificent reception-hall (durga’ah) with arched recesses 
(liwanat), all richly decorated with ornament in 
gesso, coloured and gilt, on the beams, The house of 
Abdallah Pasha, otherwise known as the “Old French 
Consulate,” is the finest in the city, and its reception-hall is 
illustrated here. The photograph shows the marble mosaic 
covering the walls, the delicate door-panelling, and the 
“ stalactite ’ cornice. 

Generally speaking, the Turkish style was more sophisti- 
cated and cosmopolitan than Islamic work of the preceding 
centurjes. But the latter style is recalled in the wonderful 
Khan of Asad Pasha, shown here in my general sketch of the 
interior, my measured detail of a typical door, and a photo- 
graph of a beautiful “ stalactited  door-head, which closely 
resembles work of the Middle Ages in Cairo. Its date is 
unknown to me, but can hardly be much later than the 
Turkish conquest. A khan or “ caravanserai”’ is a familiar 
feature all over Egypt and Syria, and normally consists of a 
building (often several storeys high) enclosing an court. 
Upstairs are rooms for merchants and travellers, with 
balconies facing the court (as at the George Inn, Southwark) ; 
beneath them are vaulted stables, and towards the street or 
“ bazaar are shops. Usually there is an imposing entrance 
porch towards the-street with a stalactited niche above, as 
illustrated. The Khan of Asad Pasha, with its nine domes, 
also contains a central fountain-basin. 

All round this Khan lie the extensive bazaars, one for 
each trade, that form the chief attraction of Damascus for 
a Western visitor. One of them, the “ Bazaar,” is 
supposed to follow the line of the “ Street called Straight ” 
(Acts ix, 11), which is altogether over a mile in length. 
Here amidst a mixture of queer scents, smells and sounds, 
the soldier-tourist will be ed to buy “ souvenirs ” in 
the shape of carpets, leather slippers, inlaid woodwork, silk 
shawls, and brassware ; and will feel that he is really seeing 
the Mysterious East at last. ; 

According to a Reuter’s message published in The Times 
on June 28, historical buildings were damaged in a severe 
enemy air-raid on Damascus on June 25. One bomb ‘fell 
within a few yards of the Great Mosque and the Tomb of 
Saladin. ‘‘ The windows of the mosque were blown out and 
the walls scarred by bomb splinters. A 1,000lb. bomb 
caused immense damage in the crowded business centre of 
Sidi Amud, where it made a deep crater in the roadway and 
wrecked houses and shops over a wide area. Damascus was 
not blacked out, and the nearest military objective, the 
Mezze airport, is 12 miles away.” 





















BOOK REVIEWS 


BOMBED BRITAIN. 
History Under Fire. Photographs by Ceci 
Beaton of London Air Raid Damage, 


with commentary by James Pope- 
Hennessy. (London: Batsford.) Price 
8s. 6d. net. 


Britain Under Fire. With a commentary by 
J. B.. Priestizy. (London: Country 
Life, Ltd.) Price 63. net. 

These two books represent the first 
serious attempt to show by photographs 
a comprehensive record of Nazi infamy in 
the form of the destruction of historic 


buildings in London and throughout 
Britain. 
Messrs. Beaton and Pope-Hennessy’s 


volume deals only with London and must 
raise in the mind of all who read it-the 
twin emotions of grief at the damage, for 
the greater part irreparable, which the 
Nazi creed has done to our cherished 
monvments, and of strengthened resolve 


never to rest until such black-hearted 
villainy becomes impossible of perform- 
ance. Interest naturally centres around 
the photographs. These are well chosen 
and are divided evenly between general 
views and details. The latter are tech- 
nically superior to the longer-range photo- 
graphs, some of which suffer from that 
* receding perpendicularity ” inherent in 
the use of hand-cameras. One of Mr. 
Beaton’s photographs of St. Lawrence 
Jewry is on page 48. Mr. Pope-Hennessy’s 
text is an interesting complement to the 
pictures and strikes a nice balance 
between past and present. 

“ Britain Under Fire” is a purely 
pictorial record, but more catholic in 
range, including the whole of Britain. 
Besides photographs of damaged build- 
ings are pictures of war-time activity, 
and as such the volume has a popular 
appeal which a foreword in Mr. Priestley’s 
characteristic style will only reinforce. To 
Londoners, who are not so well acquainted 


with damage done in the great cities of 
the provinces, this volume should have a 


special appeal. 


The Local Government Annual and Official 
Directory, 1941. (The Local Government 
Journal, Ltd., 1, Norwich-street, London, 
E.C.4.) Price 6s. net. 

This, the fiftieth issue of a very useful 
publication, contains all its r features, 
which have been brought up to date. These, 
to give some idea of its scope, include recent 
Local Government legislation, particulars of 
personnel and revised information concern- 
ing the Ministry of Health, the Board of 
Education, and other Government AY 

e 


ments, the London County Council, 
Metropolitan and Provincial Borough 
Councils, the County, Urban and Rural Dis- 
trict Councils, and Public Assistance Com- 
mittees throughout the country. The book 
well sup its claim of being a tabulation 
of the whole range of official life in England 
and Wales. 





These books may be obtained through the Publisher 
The Builder, 4, Catherine-street, W.C.2. : 











U.S.A. NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART, WASHINGTON. 


THE LATE JOHN RUSSELL POPE, ARCHITECT. : 
MESSRS. OTTO R. EGGERS & DANIEL P. HIGGINS, ASSOCIATES. 


Tax U.S.A. Nationat Gatiery or Art, Wasninc- 
tox, D.C., which was formally accepted for the 
American nation by President Roosevelt on March 
17 last, represents a gift from the late Mr. A. W. 
Mellon of over £10,000,000, of which the building 
alone has cost £3,000,000. 

Desiten : The Gallery has been designed with the 
aim of achieving harmony with neighbouring build- 
ings, and making it a worthy element in L’Enfant 
conception and the plan of 1901 for the City of Wash- 
ington. In the inception of the design and in the later 
execution of details, the architects have felt it proper 
to keep constantly in mind the belief of both Wash- 
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and Jefferson that the style of architecture 
for the capital City should not depart, under any 
temporary pressure of vacillating ideas, from the 
original broad base of the Classic. 

Pian : Underlying the shape of the floor plan—a 
long rectangle crossed near the ends by two smaller 
rectangles, and crossed again at its middle by a still 
smaller rectangle ending in columned porticos—is a 
basic principle. It was believed that the Gallery 
should be, essentially, a one-floor system of exhibition 
space lighted entirely from above, and by natural 
daylight as far as possible. All administration spa~e, 
mechanical equipment, storage and the like are kept oti 
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this main floor, to free it for the display of the major 
treasures. Minor galleries for temporary exhibitions, 
pears merenep ay a cafeteria and its kitchen, all the 
work rooms ior restoring, copying, framing, crating : 
locker and rest rooms for aes a and other makes 


—these numerous space requirements are met on the 
ground floor just below the main floor. 


A central rotunda under the dome is reached through 
north and south lobbies, these being entered from 
the porticos on The Mall and on Constitution-avenue, 
opposite Sixth-street. From this rotunda, on the 

. main longitudinal axis, open the East and West 
Central Galleries, beyond each of which lies a Garden 
Court. Surrounding this middle stem are the many 
galleries, small enough and in sufficient number to 
afford minute subdivisions of the art into its historical 
and geographical schools. The dividing partitions 
are non-bearing walls, and can be moved and re- 
arranged as may become desirable without affecting 
the structure of the building. The absence of side 
wall windows also contributes to the facility of 
rearrangement of space. 

Elaborate precautions have been made in behalf 
of the continued safety of National Gallery treasures. 
A scientifically planned watchman system is one. 
Guards are widely distributed through the many 
intimate galleries and the large public spaces. Within 
easy reach of any guard is an alarm system centering 
on a control desk. From here the entrance doors— 
some of them of bronze weighing many tons—may 
be instantly closed. Direct wires hook up with fire, 
police and telegraph offices. 

The Gallery is claimed to be the largest marble 
building in the world—782 by 303 ft., exclusive of 
steps and approaches. . The dome, purposely kept 
low so as not to compete with that of the Capitol, 





MAIN ENTRANCE PORTICO ON THE MALL. THE COLUMNS 
ARE OF TENNESSEE MARBLE. 
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LOOKING EAST FROM THE MAIN ENTRANCE PORTICO. 
IN THE DISTANCE IS THE DOME OF THE CAPITOL. 


is 103 ft. high, 101 ft. in diameter. The picture 
gallery area on the main floor is 126,000 sq. ft. 

Exterior : This is in Tennessee marble in a selec- 
tion of graduated light pinks. Seven quarries sent 
some 800 carloads of marble to Washington. Seven 
basic shades of pink and their 26 intershades were 
charted, starting with the deeper colour at the base” 
of the building and grading up to the very light shell 
pink at the top. A half-scale section of the building 
was actually cut and laid up to effect this colour 

ing—an attempt. never before made. Some 
35,000 individual stones, totalling 310,000 cub. ft. 
were quarried, cut to dimensions, polished and 
shipped to the building. About 1,200 men were at 
this job for over 20 months. About two-thirds of 
all the marble quarried was waste (though available 
for other uses), and only half of the remainder finally 
became part of the building. 
~ Froop ConTrou : The site a: iated by Congress 
for the Gallery, while one of the finest in the Capital, 
happens to bring the basement level a little below 
recorded high-water level of the Potomac River. If 
the river should overflow, as it did in 1932, there are 
huge Diesel pumps waiting for it in the Gallery. Any 
amount of water a flood may bring in will be pumped 
out before it can touch the ground floor. 

IwTERior : The walls of the rotunda and its flanking 
public spaces are of Rockmoor Alabama stone. The 
shafts of the columns are in Verte Imperial marble, 
Tonic caps and bases being in golden buff Istrian 
Nuage. Marbles of various kinds, mosaic, oak 
planks and cork tile form the finished floor suctaces 
in different parts of the Gallery. For the exhibition 
galleries generally, wide oak planking is used, in a 
mellow brown colour. The wide planks are built 





























OEM pase 3°, ie a 





bo Oy sid Sere a A 
eR a NNR ata 2 


eae 
¢ halal aes. 3g te 
Sa AG ia pees see 


ee 


-% 
iy 
eS MT Kae Na 











LOGGIA OF ONE OF THE GARDEN COURTS. 



























VIEW ALONG THE LONG AXIS FROM THE EAST CENTRAL 
GALLERY OF THE GARDFN COURT. 
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up of laminated sections of chestnut, with } in. of 
oak as the finish. In other parts of the building cork 
tile is used. 

Garden courts are built of a buff limestone— 
“ Shawnee Select Buff.” Of particular interest are 
the monolithic columns, 25 ft. long and 4 ft. square, 
they weigh 40 tons each. The blocks were turned 
down to size in a huge lathe. To assure the exact 
uniformity required, this lathe work was performed 
on the whole 32 columns by one highly skilled 
mechanic. 

Acoustics: Control of unwanted sound was 
particularly difficult in the galleries with reverberant 
stone walls. Moreover, the interior wall treatments 
were made to furnish a sympathetic background for 
the periods and character of the objects exhibited. 
These treatments necessarily restricted the choice of 
materials and barred many of the customary sound- 
absorbing devices. On the other hand, visitors in an 
art gallery are naturally quiet, so that there is less 
than the usual need for quieting noise. 

The dome of the Rotunda has an interior surface 
broken by the architectural coffering, and the central 
unit of each coffer was provided with a special 
sound-absorbing element. On the balcony just below 
this dome, surfaces not visible from the floor below 
were covered with an absorbent material. Vaulted 
ceilings of the East and West Central Galleries were 
lined with absorbent plaster, and a similar treatment 
was given the small galleries having domed ceilings. 
Entrance lobby ceilings were coffered, and here, too, 
the broken surface of the coffers and the central 
elements of the coffers helped to prevent sound 
reflections. 

On the ground floor, where the architectural restric- 
tions were not so severe, acoustic difficulties were met 
in accordance with the latest techniques. ll 
machinery was insulated from the structure and base 
—lead, cork and rubber used for cushioning—and 
the rooms housing these vibration sources were 
acoustically treated. Ventilation ducts were lined 
where necessary to deaden any objectional trans- 
mission noise. 

Are ConpiTiontne : Air throughout the interior of ' 
the National Gallery is maintained at a constant 
relative humidity of 50 per cent. Air is filtered and 
cleaned of the sulphur dioxide fumes that injure 
paintings. A temperature ranging between 70° and 
80° Fahrenheit is automatically regulated in its proper 
relation to the outside temperature. _ 

Licutine : Study of the outstanding galleries of 
the world brought the decision to use overhead day- 
light wherever possible. In Washington, actual 
measurement proved this adequate for 85 per cent. 
of the time*the Gallery would be open. Artificial 
sources of the utmost flexibility in volume, colour and 
direction serve to maintain ideal lighting at all times. 
So adaptable is the supply of light and its control 
that it is possible to light each individual object 
as may be best for it, even where the needs vary 
widely in a single room. 

The architect's supervisor was Mr. James M. Allen, 
and builders the Vermilya-Brown Company, Inc. 


U.S.A. NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART, 
WASHINGTON. 
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WAR-TIME BUILDING PRACTICE 


By R. Cotterell Butler, AR.LBA. 
58—WAR-TIME AND POST-WAR REHOUSING : PLANNING A “MINIMUM HOUSE.” 


- 


i Lrvese: A single living-room of the maximium size 
economically possible. This room should be the basis of the 
hol 4 . 
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DIAGRAM 1. EVOLUTION OF 
A “MINIMUM HOUSE” PLAN. 
A. Basic accommodation alloca- 

tions (on a 3ft. x 3 ft. grid). 
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store, thus making possible the accommodation of a large 


car if 


living accommodation, 

limited family (one or two children) to use the house. 
Services: All services should be designed so as to be 

detailed as a single unit, as compact as possible, and capable 

of assembly from a few prefabricated elements. 


SOLUTION. 


Storey ALLocation.—From a general analysis of the 
requirements outlined above (requirements intended to be 
representative), it is possible to draft a rough schedule of 
requirements insofar as space allocation is involved. Thus 
based on, say, a 3-ft. grid, and excluding extension, and 


including wall-space. 
Living-room 252 ft. super. 
Dining-space 54 ft. super. 
Bedroom ... 144 ft. super. 
Kitchen ... 72 ft. super. 
Bathroom, etc. 54 ft. super. 
Garage . 162 ft. super. 


On a purely conventional basis the storey allocation 
(assuming a two-storey structure) would be as follows : 

Ground Floor: Living-room. Dining-space. Kitchen. 
Garage = 540 ft. super. 

First Floor: Bedroom. Bathroom = 198 ft. super. 

This gives a floor difference of approximately three to one. 
Obviously in a house of this small size the two largest 
elements are certain to be the garage and living-room. 

While with individually designed and erected dwelli 
a considerable difference in storey area need not i 
be troublesome, where a design for considerable repetition 
is concerned, and moreover one which must be of the maxi- 
mum possible efficiency, unbalanced storey construction is 
not a good thing. 

Possible solution to this may be : 

1. Modify room sizes. In order to effect a balance by 
this means the bathroom and bedroom accommodation 
would have to be increased out of all proportion to their 
requirements in this type of dwelling, or other rooms so 
reduced as to make them valueless. 

2. Separate garage from rest of dwelling, or single-store 
garage. This by itself would not entirely overcome the 
difficulty, and the full advantages of a single co-ordinated 
structure would be lost. Again, the garage would be less 
suitable for conversion at any time into a further room, 
and its high proportion of external surfaces would make 
thermal i ion costly. ; 

3. Build the entire structure single storey. Unless it 
were possible by this means to employ a much lighter form 
of construction, the building would be certain to cost more 
than a com double-storey dwelling. Additionally, 
since the dwelli being considered is not for a rural worker, 
it is likely that a large spread of building involving greater 
frontage would be undesirable. : 

4. Re-allocate position of rooms. Only one possible 
method of doing this ts itself: bedroom, bathroom 
and garage one ( viously, it would have to be ground 
floor), and living-room, dining-space and kitchen first floor. 
Otherwise, it would be necessary to have the kitchen 
separated from the main living area, or alternatively, 
bathroom away from the bedroom. 
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house. 

(e) A simple, i service unit is obtainable 
suitable for easy ion, and enabling the maximum 
of prefabrication to be adopted. 


NDIVIDUAL ROOMS—FITTINGS SERVICES AND 
eauipment.—A detail la of the individual rooms maj 


be, soea See aie ae in . Diagram 2, which fully 
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and structural lin will be given in later 
articles z particu with these aspects in con- 
nection with small and minimum houses, and emergency 











Quasi-Official Building. 

In a circular (No. 2429) issued to local 
authorities and public utility 
the Mini of Health, with reference to 
Circular of May 14, ing the alloca- 
tion system omg 
Rational building and civil i 
gramme, state that the Minister of 
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THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB 


REPLANNING OUR OLD CITIES 


A mextine of the Architecture Club was 
held on Wednesday, July 9, at the R.I.B.A., 
when Mr. F. J. Ospomn gave an address 
on “ The Replanning of Old Cities. 

Mr. R. Hottawp Martie, who was in the 
chair, in the course of some introductory 
remarks, said those who were replanning 
for reconstruction must think of what lay 
underground. In making @ new street 
they must not forget the water mains, 
electric light cables and so on that 
underlay the okd street. and could not be 
moved at once. : 

Mr. Osporn said detailed 


ultimate fate of any area or city. General 


ci onl be considered, but it 
an eyporning desperate ncy that we 
should agree on general princip: The 


of the city millions in their present over- 


sued ae Apc 
everyday life was now y any 
intelligent audience; but a revolt against 
muddle and a passion for beauty were not. suffi- 
cient to produce a good town. To have a 


town, it was n that it be to 
mest family, industrial and community needs. 


In the past, ing had provided pleasant 
sen ings rogers Bah a 80 


! itish ideal also involvedl access to the earth 
in every sense o phrase—i.e., there 
should be the ability to get easily into 
of your own private garden, y 
enjoy the growing of things, the light and air 
and pleasant outlook which went with a 








Mn. W. H. Awsmut, P.R.ILB.A., said that 
he had received a letter from Mr. A. HH. 
Mackmurdo, now 90 years of age, who in the 


latter part of the last century had been a 
considerable annanee. The letter was 
accompanied a w. : 
murdo had oak inters . Patrick Geddes in 
the ‘eighties. It was essentially up to date. 
It recognised that a town d be an 


F 


town was thought 
an organism for living in. As to present 
problems, one poi i to 

the practical side of rebuilding bombed cities 
at a time when the ‘a materials and 
of skilled men would be such that it would be 
impossible satisfactorily to build areas 
permanently at the rate at which uilding 
would be required. He visualised an interim 


alls might also be built lik 
hibitions of Paris and Sng ara Wi 

commerce i try might be 
happily housed for the time being se ine 
final reconstruction were 


for centuries the obvious stigma of 
built at a time when there was very little 
material to build with and very little skilled 
An interim period ‘such as he 

poond would, to a pe extent, prevent chat. 
With Mr. Osborn Was against tall build- 
ings for industrial dwellings, because these 

children a chance, There should 

















#5 rts rae ran 
' : : Was 
better than engineers or surveyors. 

Mr. Henny Srravss, M.P., said that what 
we had chiefly to do was to see clearly what 
should be avoided Town and country were 
both necessary + One gave us greenness, soli. 
tude, recreation and serenity, while the other 
gave us the arts and graces of life. But we 
were destroying both and creating in their 
stead a universal suburbia without the charm 
of either, He wondered whether all the Acts 
of all the Governments had done so much for 
the happiness of the people of London as the 
mere existence of Richmond Park? Yet, if 


the lecture given by Mr. W. 
K.C., in this series at the Reg Poly. 
technic School of Architecture on July 7 
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isolated effort would be checked” 

In his lecture on July 10 the 
lecturer’ amplified Spo nee iy Sigdbes 
earlier on in the series as to désirable amend- 
ments which in his opinion ‘should be made 
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relating to air and light, rights of way, rights 
of support, and rights in water. Pts i 
case law, a8 operating now in and outside the 
metropolis, afforded some curious and interest- 
ing examples of the difficulty attending the 
development of land. Concerning freehold 
roperty, under Section 84 of the Law of 
Property Act, 1925, it was possible to claim 
the removal or ification of any restrictive 
covenant which for any reason become 
obsolete or whose continued operation would 
injure the claimant without benefiting others 
concerned, These provisions might be fully 
extended to leasehold property. The lecturer 
stated that in many instances statute and 
case law governing the powers and rights of 
owners of land was not possible of under- 
standing. Much could be done to facilitate 
and expedite the acquisition of land by 
amending the Acquisition of Land Act, 1919. 

There should be an implied assurance 
to the public that compliance with by-laws 
amounted to a warranty that a building was 
actually built in an efficient and workmanlike 
mane = ae ed materials, and, in the 
case of a house, that it was ac i 
fact fit for habitation. sare Selle: 

In passing, it must be noted that the habi- 
tation certificate of a local authority had no 
legal effect ; and, for example, a purchaser or 
an intending tenant of a house was put to 
the expense of employing a competent person 
to ‘‘ vet.”’ it if he wished to be certain of its 
worthiness, 


THE FUTURE OF THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


_ Conrtpgnce in the future of the build- 
ing industry was expressed at the Federa- 
tion luncheon in Exeter, on July 2, by 
Mr. W. H. Orrom, Secretary of the 
South Western Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. 

Mr. Orrom recalled radical changes in 
the industry in recent years, and said 
that more were to come. At one time 
temporary extinction of many builders 
seemed inevitable. The Federation saw 
the danger and, by making representa- 
tions to the Government, averted what 
might otherwise have been a catastrophe. 

To achieve maximum specialised results— 
and specialisation was the order of the day— 
it was necessary to know the capacity of firms 
and of grou firms. Registration was but 
one phase of a far-reaching programme, which 
had for its object the institution and main- 
tenance of a stricter and more orderly regula- 
tion of the industry's activities, and ensuring 
the services of bona-fide building employers. 

A truly great people would have the desire 
to establish sufficiency with security for all 
classes, but systems varied. The British 
sree, while tending towards greater 
rovernment control, would retain the enter- 
prise of the individual. England, engaged in 
“ war to discipline a totalitarian State, would 
be particularly careful te avoid the establish- 
ment of any form of autocracy ; otherwise the 
war woul have been in vain. Possibly, 
organisation of the building industry might 
proceed along lines ana to those of the 
Central Electricity Board and other public 
utility undertakings. -The Ministry of Works 
and Buildings—acting in close co-operation 
with _Tepresentatives of the industry—would 
cortaingy be engaged in all-embracing schemes 
o the welfare of the industry as a whole. 
here might be some sort of fusion of kindred 
organisations, The complexion of the Federa- 
care would undoubtedly change and the joint 
uties of employers and operatives assume 
still greater importance in the process. 

As The work of reconstruction and develop- 
— declared the speaker, “ gives assurance 
Th permanent prosperity to the industry. 
: e relief which economic security brings to 
the human mind should enable industry 
with broad vision to devote unstinted con- 
structive thought to its promising future, so 
that ‘ sufficiency with security ’ shall not be 
4 mere slogan, but shall be and remain an 
accomplished fact, in the widest sense, for all 
time and for all those who, by individual and 
a effort, contribute to the common 


THE BUILDER 





THE “SECS” HUT. 


EMERGENCY INQUIRY EUREAU 


Questions from readers arising out of War-time 

difficulties and recent Emerg legislation 

wiil be answered by a special of contribu- 

tors. Questions, which should be addressed to 

the Editor, should be accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. 


Purchase Tax and Government Sub-contracts. 


Smr,—/s a sub-contractor supplying plant 
to a Government building job exempt from 
purchase tax? FINcHLey. 


No. Exemption from tax is allowed only 
to direct sales by a registered firm to an 
Exempt Department. Exemption does not 
apply to sub-contracts, and sub-contractors 
engaged on Government work cannot buy or 
sell tax free on that accoant. Such a sub- 
contractor, if registered and selling charge- 
able goods, must charge tax in the usual way, 
unless the main contractor is also registered 
and is purchasing the goods as stock or 
materials under his registered number. 





foundation 
Specialists 


RD., SUTTON, SURREY 


TELEPHONE: VIGILANT 0061/2 
WORKS: THICKET CRESCERT, suTTon 





HUT CONSTRUCTION 


THE USE OF STANDARD UNITS. 


A system of constructing hutments and 
other tem structures utilising standard 
wall, roof, window and door units has recently 
been devised by which the use of steel is 
eliminated and only the minimum amount of 
wood required. In this “ Seco” system the 
units are rigid, have high thermal value and 
are extremely easy to erect. In the main, 
unskilled labour only is required for their 
assembly. Two forms of construction are 


ee Oe floo suitable f 
{ open r type, sui lor can- 
‘canes army huts, Bro 207 machine shops, 


em hospitals, etc. This i» made 
possible by the use of a specially-designed 
ightweight beam and columns, the infilling 
between beams and columns being carried out 
in standard wall, window and door units. 
The beams are obtainable in spans ranging 
from 16 ft. to 20ft., and are so light that 
-— can be handled easily two men. 

(2) The cellular construction is obtained by 
utilising standard units for partitions 
corridors. The roof units are carried by the 
corridor units, the F gage os being effected, 
both in this t and in the floor type, 
| a spocialy dochagned eaves piece. This form 
of construction is suitable for hostels, offices, 
etc., where small-size rooms are required. 

All units as well as eaves pieces, etc., are 
prefabricated and arrive ready for immediate 
assembly on a prepared foundation raft. The 
assembly is quick; it is estimated that eight 
men can erect a building 75 ft. by 19ft. in 
four days. Waterproofing is achieved by use 
of a special system. : 

A tration building has been erected 
in Guildford and is being utilised as a canteen 
for nurses. A further demonstration, to t 
order of the Ministry of Works and Buildings, 
has been completed by the company in ques- 
tion, Selection Eagneenes Co., Ltd., the 
building (75 ft. by 20ft., comprising 60 ft. of 

floor and 15 ft. of cubicles) being erected 
by five men under a foreman in a total of 330 
man uivalent, approximately, to six 
working days. During this period the “ Seco- 
mastic ’’ waterproofing treatment to the whole 
of the roof, beams and columns, and external 
walls, was carried out in 142 man-hours. 


company is making arran: te for the 
establishment of a number of principal manv- 
facturing centres ing over and 


i illing to and 
having level covered floor 
get into communication the 
address, 6, Wood’s-mews, Park-lane, W.1. 





“Architects and Unemployment.” 
The s ire on this sub 
our issue for July 4 was 
and should be disregarded. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still but not included in this list i 
ace adverned in this number The dates at the heed of pargrapie we ts pay 
preg : daceer denote ae te ; the mame and address at the end 
BUILDING. JULY 23. 
ae JULY 19. ; — T.C.—1 
Kendal T.C.—Chiorination house n of schools. - . 
Greyhound Farm. G. German, Boro. hes, _Lastieord U.0.6.~Patnting of 600 houses. 
"JULY 21. CBP 
Gravesend 1.C.—-Permanent repairs to houses on Rukeses ater ot Fm al: 
properties. Boro’ Architect. shaw, housing manager, Corporation Hous- 
JULY 22 ing Dept., Rhodes 
weet — me a : an JULY 3. 
schoo , divisio c Tadcaster R.D.C.—External painti 
Standard-hse, Huddersfield. — J. Worthington, Eng. py od i 
JULY 23. 


rage see C.8.-—Repairs te pro- 
perties, Cariton-st. Boro. Eng. and Sur. 
Epsom and Ewell T.C.—strengthening of 


suriace shelters on eight sites. Norman 
Auty, Boro’ Eng. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 24. 

*Cove €.C.—Erection of hall-gym- 
nasium and incidental extensions. Dir. of 
Education: Dep. £1 1s. 

JULY 25. 
Bromiey 1.C.—Brick surface shelter. 


Boro’ Eng. Ws £1 Is. 

x az,” U.D. aw as ~ to nine houses, 
R. J. Williams and Partners, architects, 
Market-st. igs Dep. £1 1s. payable 


D.C. 
Leatherhead U.D C.—Seven 
wardens’ posts for U.D.C. J. L. Davies, 
. and Sur. Dep. £1 Is. 
fford.—Repairs and restorations, etc., 
Ct. Mary’s church. G. C. Scott and W. B. 
— architects, 20, Spring-gdns., London. 
uly 25. 


JULY 28. 

Enniskillen U.D.C.—Four air-raid shelters, 
Riverside. J. Donnelly, Boro’ Sur. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

Glamorgan C©.C.—Work at police station, 
hae D. J. Parr, deputy clerk, County 
Hall. 

Romford T.C.—Two reinforced brick sur- 
face shelters at Market-pl. C. G. Aldertop 
Boro. Eng. and Sur. Dep. £1 1s. 


JULY 2B. 

Consett U.D.C.—Lining with concrete 
*“ Anderson ” shelters. T. P. Leath, Property 
8ur.. Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Coventry T.C. 50-person type public 
munal shelters on various sites. E 
Ford, City. Eng. and Sur. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 3. 
Dublin.—Altemmtions and repairs, Relief 
Office, Eustace-st. J. W. O'Sullivan, archi- 
tect, 104, Grafton-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


air-raid 


com- 
. 


JULY 31. 
Waltham Holy Cross U.D.C.—Construction 
of a multi-services depot. C. Casling, Eng. 


and Sur. 
: AUGUST 2. 
Bridgnorth T.C. — Mortuary, Innage-la. 
I. M. Nicholson, Boro, Eng., College-hse. 
Dep. £2 2. 


AUGUST 8. . 
* Bristol on.—Civil enginecring 
and building works. Dep. £10 10s. 
NO DATE. 


Somerset C.C.—Structural precautions at 
Chard sanatorium. R. O. Harris (A), County 
Architect, Park-st., Taunton. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


JULY 21. 

Bradford T.C.—Internal painting at central 
and three braneh libraries. City Architect. 

Caernarvonshire mr 
decorating schools 
Director of Education. 

$ h U.D.C.—Internal decoration 
to v schools. J. Wallbank, Sur., Church- 


. eaton. 

«Sunderland T.C.—Asphalt, 
wall lining a crematorium, Bishopewear- 
mouth cemetery. Boro’ Eng. 

Pudsey T.C Painting oe at Westroyd 
House latternal), Wraneee-eh. school (ex- 
ternal), Calverley council school (external), 
Wesley-st eohenl Gnteranth. 

w Meicombe 


Installation of hot water su 
gas stations. 
lteney-bldgs. 


— 


E.c. Painti and - 
and Pe, Fe 
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West Riding C.C.—Internal painting Drax 
grammar school. E. and T. Clark, solicitors, 


Snaith. 
: JULY 26. 

Dukinfield T.C.—Exterior painting of 70 
ouses, 5. A. Smith, housing manager, 
Room 1, Town Hall. 
C. — Exterior painting of 381 
houses, Westwood Park estate; 70 houses, 
Edison-rd; 8 houses, King-st. Boro. Eng. 
and Sur. 
Rochdale 


E.C.—Internal and_ external 
ing of schools. Director of Education 
ownhead, Rochdale. 


West Riding E.C.—Interna! decoration and 
external palnt of Bingley Eldwick 
School. . Nelson, Education Office, 
Bingley. 

JULY 31. 


Stretford T.C.—External repainting and 
renovating of 203 houses. H. B, Poulton, 
Estates ager. 

NO DATE. 


Berkhamstead U.D.C. — Painting and 


decorating, etc., at Aldbury Isolation hos- 
pital. J. Oakes, Sur. 
MATERIALS. 


JULY 23. 
Birmingham T.C.—Builders’ 
etc. City Eng. and Sur. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


JULY 21. 

Halesowen T.C.—Water supply basin of 
—_ gallons. Boro. Eng. and Sur. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


JULY 22. ‘ 

Bideford R.0.C.—Providing and laying 
1,046 yds. of 3-in. asbestos-cement pipes an 
483 van. of 4in. pipes; collecting and stor- 
age tank; provision and fixing of stand- 

ipes, valves, hydrants. Sanitary Sur., 2, 
sen Anne’s-bldgs., High-st. 

Skipton R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 600 yds. 
of 2in. and Sin. asbestos cement water 
mains, er with necessary sluice valves, 
fire hydrants, etc., also construction of ser- 


materials, 








Contract 


Guarantee Bonds 
ALSO 


FIRE 
WORKMEN'S. COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


Erc.. » . 



























Atherton U.D.C. and iaying of 
dressing for road surfaces. Sur. 


JULY 28. 
sage and Shelf U.D.C.—Asphalting 
roads, ete., Burn-side. 8. Askew, clerk. 


AUGUST 1. 
Wigan R.0.C.—Providing and laying 1,200 


yds. of 4in. dia. cast-iron —— erection 
of a small house, and incidental 


works. J. i Sur. Dep. £1 Is. 
AUSUST 2. 

ar Segara Rivers Cat Fag. 
Carry improvements main 
sate, CaMate poe, tii 

ones, Cler ‘ 
sarnau, Merioneth, Dep. £2 2s. 

PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 
JULY 21. 

Bradford Y.C.—Architectural Assistant; 
Clerk of Works and Builder’s Clerk, City 
At ale of Wight C.C.—T. 

Ve. 
to County Architect. pon White Clerks 
Newvort. 
*islington B go! Sate and i 
. nance requi- 
sitioning inspectors. Town Clerk. 
SULY 31. 

*Exeter Diocesan Board.— - 
Surveyorship (Exeter ). Secre- 
tary, 18, Cathedral Yard, Exeter. 

AUGUST 2. 

*Whitehaven B.C.— Architec- 

tural Assistant. Town Town Hall, 
tehaven, 
AUGUST 1. 


Cornwall C.C.—Tem Senior tity 
Surveyor also Tomporecy Aedetane Guanes 
enn i County Architect, County 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


1 





Re Cede TS eee eeetaes eee ee TReae eaeRee eee Ieee. eee Cees 



















Se 
xed 
kk et ek ed et eed ped ed eet hehehehe hehel olan Mole lalalelelictelolltl lll led hoedee lel lola leleletalelealealsialelelel tt) 
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[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS 


Note: Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the 
The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans.in small quantities. j 


BRICKS, é&c. 
The price tes Chet SS nt eee 
ice at works jorry loads. 
Stren A quotation for cartage cased te cktaiaae 
as the is dificult. 






~ &at 
First Hard Stocks ode eees'sees cee Per 1,00) £4 5 6 
Second Hard Stocks eer ee ee eros ” 318 6 
jemi wae 64 06 040 04 0095-608. ts 
Single Rough Stocks. .. .... .. «+... 
Third Common Stocks. ......... = 210 0 
King’s To sites 
os. Cross in W.C, 
A discount of 6d. 1.000 only per 1,000. perl,000 
monthly account. & @ a ¢€ 
Pree. 6 imctidcsstimenns 2:8 OS 
Keyed ..cs instianicenmmke: Ba wes 
Single BONGO Kicctessricctiboune. 28 OS 
RUMOR 6 op de endo ob db 00 5c d0 bans 4 ; : 
White iis 8 i selected (deli e sd. 
Best + ©) ©F oe #* 6e eden Stna)... 10 2 0 
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Having Secured 
the Contract— 


What about the 
Steel Scaffolding? 


TUBULAR 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD. N.W.10. 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines). 
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24by12.... 6 & 0 18by10.,.. 2% GO 0 
22 by 12.... 37 17 6 iSby9.... Wiz 6 
@Wbyli.... 3 2 6 16 by 10.... 2110 0 
20 by 12..., 33 0 0 by 8 .... 112 6 
2by10.... W5 0 
TILES. 
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: AS AND FROM ict JUNE, 1941 
[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors} 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS? i tt” 


Note: Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 


The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 
At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cons in small quantities. 


The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum 
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Delivered in London area in full van loads, per f%, 
cube: Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded. 8s. 6d. 
Small section cills and copings, 11s. 


HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality. 


Dry English Wainscot Billets. . 16 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot 17 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs .. 21 
Honduras Mahogan 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany we ae 
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Having Secured 
the Contract— 


What about the. 
Steel Scaffolding? 


TUBULAR 





For the lowest Prices 
apply to the Oldest 


Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. . 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scafioiding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10. 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines). 
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TILES. 
Delivered at London stations in full truck loads 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


a mening. exo grade mins authecieed by the Sent MIC. fret dump 2. Every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 

Grade Classification A At At A’ B BI 
1/10} 1/10 1/9} 1/9 1/8} 
Labourers... : Ys 1/5 1/43 1/4} 1/4 1/34 
Dumfriceshire ......A* aaeet ore ° 
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Lothian... .....4 

1/8} ; Plumbers, 1/9; Plasterers, 1/9; 
and Labourers, 1/4. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Burtpines.—Plans in hand 
for electricity station. George Morgan, elec- 

tricity officer. 
one eneck ee and 
artne elli n- w, pre- 
pared ‘Plans’ 7 res ration of Sal nal 
uildings.— alker +» td., pose 
restoration of buil to b r. H. 
Wilson, resident dings 10 glane by 8 Har- 
bour Trust canteen. Contractors are 


Cowi 
MOTHERWELL AND WISHAW.—Ganice. 
—The Dean of G Court has 


ted 
authority to J. Skene, contractors, to erect 
garage Stewarton-st., Wishaw, at £1,000. 


NEW BUILDINGS IN LONDON 


CAMBERWELL. — Buimprme.—The B.C. 
d reconstruction of garages and 
of A.R.P, , Stores at Grove Vale 


add at Grove-la. nursery, 

£300. The Boro’ Eng. and Sur. to proceed 
with work. 

WOOLWICH. — Bumpine.—The B.C. has 

tony 18 Pood following plans: Ta +. A. in te 

Sangley-rd 
eh ‘Messrs. Stanle “e Son), aa 
phones 


: exiting os, Lid, Moth wiasiee el 
es, orth, Wool elec- 
tricity substation. 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Ainwick.—U.D.C. forwarded to ge agg of 
Food detailed plans and estimates for feed- 
ing centre, 

Bakewell.—Board of Bakewell and District 
Cottage ital propose extensions. 


Barnoldewiek—0.2 .C. Sreeoved ~~ for 
convene of ings flats, 
Skipton- 

Barrow-on-Soar.—R.D.C. pose strong- 
room, at = not foundation 
work, for w. tendets are to be invited. 
Plans by W. Curtis, cova i 

Batiey.—T.C. to rébu : 
aie hey 


Lee ing-fields, 
Plans by T. Mossop, Bore’ Sur. 
iford.—R.D.C. approved plans for hostel 
Be agricultural workers. 


for 0 
iackburn.—T.C. to vide experimental 
Pl nursery at Mosssk what. 

Blyth, — T.C. to provide “ British 
Restaurants.” 

Bridgnorth.—R.D.C. painting work 
on houses at Cocksh hiey. E. r, 
Sur. Tenders to be invited. 

Camberwell.—B.C. approved £845 for build- 
ings for food en, , 

Cheadie.—R.D.C. propose painti work 
on 90 council houses—extensions to Weston 


Coyney sewage works, at £575. 

Coventry-—City Architect p 
~iate of cost at approximately 
pairs to slipper baths. 

Deptford.—T.C. to seek grant of £15,000 
from M.H. for repairs to houses. 

Dasha 2 eg * Bacto 
repared report showing rations to pro- 
vide meals at schools. . As Arst 
instalment facilities are to be pg co at 16 
schools at &4,525. Plans by F. Willey, 3, 
Old Elvet, Durham County Architect. 
Board of Education approved C.C.’s plans 
for overhauling electrical installations at 
Bearpark Council school at £184, and Sher- 
burn school at £199.—County E.C. proposes 
spending £925 on improvements to 
apparatus at Emmaville school, and £1 
for similar work at Waldridge-lane school. 
No contracts let.—E.C. to adapt premises in 
Office Row, Shotton Colliery, as branch 
library. Plans by County Architect, 4, Old 
Elvet, Durham. 

Durham.—City Council to paint 268 houses. 
No contracts Jet.—East Hetton ee nagge 
Ltd., Coxhoe, propose reconditioning 
houses, 

Felling-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to 
communal feeding centres. 
Fawcett, Sur. 

Fleetwood.—T.C. offered 20 per cent. grant 
by the Ministry of iculture towards cost 
of closing gap in river embankment 
under the Marsh reclamation scheme.  Esti- 
mated cost, £11,000. W. Melville, Boro’ Sur. 
contupacnsin Golly gic an 0 Bea 
unday-schoo. ey as i 
Restaurant.” Heaps by G. Spurr, Boro’ Sur. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne. — U.D.C. to apply to 
M.H. for loan sanction in connection with 
scheme for laying 36-in. ¢.i. pipe in invert 
of existi outfall sewer. neers 
in and Wallin, 1, Saville-pl., Neweastle- 
on-iyne. 

Hemel Hempstead.—T.C. | 1g tee mess- 
toom, etc., Hemel Hempstea eerl 
Co., TY ig alterations for James Cawdell 
Co., Ltd. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—V. J. Hunter, Sur. 
to UDC. to ore tt lans for “ British 
Restaurants ” at Fenee Houses and Shiney 

Ow. 

Leeds.—P. B. Haswell, Education Archi- 


red esti- 
3,000 for re- 


rovide more 
lans by H. 


tect, 1, Calverley-st., prepared ns for new 
College of A DY Ganinaee and Technology 
on Vernon-st., Woodhouse-la., Great George- 


st. and Cookridge-st.. for E.C.—T.C. are to 
seek sanction to borrow £4,000 for widening 
Burmantofts-st. 

Leeds.—T.C. received sanction from M.H. 
t borrow £800 and £11,200 for land and 


works, respectively, in connection with con- 
traction of Ring-rd. from Weetwood-la. to 
Smithy Milis-la. 

Leigh. — @ Committee pro 


— Guardians 

construction of water tank of 500,000 ga 

Limerick.—Couneil informed by Depart- 
ment of Local Government that sanction be 
given to building of 316 houses at Prospect. 
gisiverpool.—T.C. authorised Cit: 

Tr. to have certain drainage an 
carried out at Wholesale Fruit : 
table Market. Tenders to be invited.—Cor- 
poration to make 
infirmary. 
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Manchester.—W.—G. Coulson, * West- 
holme-rd., gee gy for 
to nae Levenshulme.—Leech 




























































Manchester.— Highways Committee 
relaying sewer, Cannon-st un 


-8 *y 
mince ga salar to provide “ British 
Restaurant,” Ormesby. Plans c. 
Gorman, Boro’ Eng. si 
——T.C. propose relief 


Middleton 
Manor-rd., at £1,500. wie 


Newcastie-under-Lyme.—S. A. Wilmot, 
architect, Estate Othee, Bournville Village 


seu gapeeee’, plans Lower ‘iilehonee i 


and factory site for T.C.— 

decoration and repairs to munici ie 

at £15 per house.—Counoil lying to M.H 

io Minietcy of. Wood catonel 
— 0 

schemes for « Britieh Resta ne at 


Silverdale, and at Knutton, 
Ministry “of Works tate 3 eco 
hostel accommoda 
workers at Roe-la. Farm estate. 
Oidham.—Housing Committee pro ex- 
Hathersbaw 


ternal painting of 111 houses, 
estate. F. Walshaw, Housing Manager, 
Housing Department. 


_ Rotherham.—T.C. approved plans provid- 
ing, for a works canteen, Rotherham Forge 
Rolling Mills Co., Lid —garage, Wellgate, 
Moorhouse & Co. (Rotherham),. Lid. 
Salford.—Civil Defence Emergency Com- 
mittee to borrow £1,317 in connection with 
establishment of British Restaurant at 
—Council propose appointing J. 
Gomersall (L.), of Drury and Gomersall, 
architects, Manchester, to prepare scheme 
for replacement of workshops and offices 
Salford.—E.C. approved first-aid repairs to 
All Souls’ and St. John’s schools, Weaste-la., 
Weaste, and St. Joseph’s schools, for Catho- 
lie authorities, at £350. 
Saltord,—T.C, propose “ British Restav 


rants” at Greengate, Adelphi, Pendleton, 
and Brindle Heath. Plans by W. A. Walker, 
City Engineer. 


South Shields.—Council to erect emergence 
kitchen at hospital, at £650. Plans by N. G. 
Richardson, Boro’ Eng. 

nborough.—U.D.C. angpesee plans: 
Additions to works canteen, C. Hirst & Sons, 
Ltd.—lavatories, T. Burnley & Sons, Ltd. 

Stockport.—T.C. propose day nursery, 
Edgeley. 

Stoke-on-Trent._-T.C. propose communal 
er centre, Stoke Market—J. R. Piggott 
(A.), City Architect, to epers plans for 
shopping centre, Chell Heath. 

Sunderiand.— J. Cummings, builder, 
Matamba-ter., to extend his premises.—Short 
Bros are to build canteen.—Wearside Boat 























DONT TENDER 
UNSUCCESSFULLY 


~ SECURE 
CONTRACTS 


WITH 





“ oLDING 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING. 


23, GATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. | 
"Phone: Waltos-en-Thames 614 and 615. 
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ee 1 aud 2nd Devs : James Ross, 
Falkland, i : : 

ae gg Ist Dev: Neil Nicholson, 
Kirkealdy, £179. 5 

—Reinstatement of a — 

hot-water plant at public baths, for ry 
TC. D. E. E. Gibson, ABIBA., City 
Architect : *Saunders & Taylor, Lid., Trafford 
Park, Manchester. (Estimated cost, £950.) 

Hebburn.—Painting. etc., at public build- 
ings, for U.D.C. A. D. W. Dibble, Acting 
Sur.: *Alex. Craig, Station-rd., Hebburn, 
£774. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Community kitchen at 
Methodist Church, for U.D.C. : *J. M. Black 
(Jum), Létd., Glen-st., Hebburn-on-Tyne, 
£499. 


Larne.—Gas cleansing station, for T.C. Jas. 
A. Caskey, Town Sar., Victoria-st.; 
Nath. McDowell, The Crescent, Inver, 
Larne, £1,180; *Archd. Duffin, Barnhill, 
Larne, £1,140. oe 
Lichfield._Exterior pain 
Stychbrook-gdns., for City 
Labour 


London (Air Ministry).— Contracts placed to 
the value of £500 or over for the week ended 


of 20 houses in 
neil : *Direct 


July 5 :— 

eating work—J. G. Proger & Sons, Ltd., 
Cardiff; Brightside Foundry and Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Tamworth. . 


General maintenance work—J. F_ Booth & 
Sons, Banbury; C. Hutten & Co. Ltd., 
Woburn Sands; Geo. Kenny & Sons, Ltd., 
Ipswich. 

Steelwork—Herbert Morris, Lid., Lovgh- 
borough. 

Civil engineering work—-Thos. Lewe & 
Son, Léd.,; Tete a 
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Boyle’s«airtvm Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 


Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 
34, MORLANQ AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY 
Yel.: Agdiscombe 1133. 
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Building work—Stewart and Partners, Ltd., 
Belfast ; verton Builders, Ltd, Totnes; 
Jonathan sia 0 ee Ltd., Manchester; G. 
Wimpey & Co., ., Denham 

Civil ineering work—Dowsett ineer- 
ing Genesis, Ltd., Malvern; SE 
Speight and Partners, Ltd., Newbury, Berks. 

London (War Office).—The following works 
contracts have been by War rt- 
ment for week ended July 5 :— 

Buteshire—Miscellaneous work, Duncan M. 
Jenkins, 15, Bridge-st., Rothesay, Bute. 

Lanarkshire — Building work, Thomas 
Stewart, Ltd., 24, Lochleven-rd., Glasgow, 8.2. 

Yorkshire—Concrete work, Jordans, Tranby 
Croft, Tranby-la., Anlaby, Hull. 

Lancashire—Building work, Thos. Croft & 
Sons, Ltd., Blackpool-rd., Preston. 

Derbyshire—Building work, B. Whitéhouse 
& Sons., Ltd., 106, Macekent-ot.. Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, 16. 

Staffordshire—Building work, G. & J. 
Seddon, Ltd., 5 and 7, Manchester-rd. West, 
Little Hulton, Nr. Bolton, Lancs, 

Leicestershire—Miscellaneous work, W. 
Freer, Ltd., Wellington-st., Leicester. 

Wiltshire—Miscellaneous work, W. F. Rees, 
Ltd., Hinton-bldgs., Bournemouth. 

Kent—Hutting (erection), F. G. Love & 
Son, Rookery-drive, Old Hill, Chislehurst, 
Kent. 

Hampshire—Hutting (erection) (2  con- 
tracts), Johnson & Sons (Liphook), Ltd., 
Longmoor-rd., Liphook, Hants ; concrete work, 

Christiani & Nielsen, Ltd., 72 and 74, Victoria- 
and miscellaneous work, A. 
Hardy & Co., Ltd., Kingsway-av., Woking. 
Surrey. 

Isle of Wight—Miscellaneous work, Vectis 
Stone Co., George’s Down, Newport, 
LO.W. 

Co. Antrim—Miscellaneous work, McMullan 
Bros., 69a, Aigburth Park, Strandtown, 
Belfast. 

Co. Down—Concrete work, James Moreland, 
39, Powerscourt-st., Belfast. 

.—Adaptation of premises Dover- 
rd., for junior and infants’ school, for Lan- 
cashire -C. County Architect, County 
Offices, Preston: *E. H. Bampton, Ltd., 
Aughton Park, Ormskirk, £515. 

Manchester.—Fire escape to works at Brad- 
ford, Manchester: *James Bennett & Sons, 
Ltd., 16, Deansgate, Manchester. 

Manchester.— Additions to works: *John 
Dickinson and Co. (Bolton), Ltd., Fairclough- 
st., Bolton. 

Wewcastle-on-Tyne.— Works for City Coun- 
cil. Painting schools :— 

Canning-st. and South Benwell schools : *J. 
Forster Sons, £422; Chillingham-rd. and 
St. Dominic’s B.C. schools : *H. J. Sinclair, 
£317 ; Sandyford-rd. school : *A. Robertson & 
Son, £150; St. Lawrence’s R.C. achool : *M. 
Alexander & Son, £110; Walker R.C. school : 
*J. Nicholson, £397; Barrasford Sanatorium : 
*R. J. Richardson, Lid., £604; electrical in- 
stallation at Rutherford technical college : 

*Falconar Cross & Co., Ltd., £171. (All of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.) 
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.—Reconstruction of 
drill-hall, Silverdale, as “ British Restau. 
rant,”" for iggy ia Bur. 
*Phillips. Bros. verdale or ~st., 
Si : Sictwansla sealer tier £1,210. 

Bamsbottom.—Surface of about 
84,000 sq. _ of roadway au. A. 
Plunkett, ng. and Sur. *S. Sutcliffe and 
Sons, Ltd., Se oso 

Bochdale.— Works for T.C, : ) shelter ; (b) 
ventilating “wots oe town hall; 


a) *James ., Chapel-st., Heywood . 
i eSuteliffe, Speaicmin & Co., Ltd., Engi- 
5 a ee 
—Extension to works canteen at 
Attercliffe Common : *W. Dunk & Sons, Ltd., 


South Westmorland.—Cutting 900 lin. yds. 
of trenches for water main at Lupton, and re- 
instatement: also for constructing smal] brick 
building and other incidental work, for R.D.(. 
W. E. R. Thomas, Water Eng., 30, Lowther. 
st., Kendal : *Direct Labour. 

Sunderland.—Reconstruction of warehouse, 


for Sunderland Equitable Industrial Society. 
Plans by C.W.S. hitects’ Dept., 90, West. 
morland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *C:W.S. 
Building Dept., West Blandford-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Westmoriand. — Laundry improvements, 
Kirkby Stephen Institution, for C.C. H. B. 


Greenwood, Clerk, County Hall, Kendal : 
Building, *Thompson & Jackson, Ltd., Moor- 
la., Lancaster, £251; machinery, *Isaac 
Braithwaite. (Engineers), Lid., Ibis Works, 
Kendal, £430. 

Woolwich.—Extensions at berth at a gene- 
rating station, for B.C.: *H. Covington & 
Sons, Ltd. (Estimated cost, £500:) 


English joinery Manufacturers’ Association. 

We are informed that under Section 18 of 
the Companies Act, 1929, the English Joinery 
Manufacturers’ Association has now been 
registered as a company with limited liability, 
and will henceforth be known as the English 
Joinery Manufacturers’ Association (Incor- 

rated). The registered offices remain at the 
yoring Hotel, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1. 
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TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST. W.1 


and Branches throughout the Country 
‘Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 fines). 





BUILDING 
AND 


also at 
SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 








"Grams : “ Taywood, Southall.” 









